
 

Christ is born and revealed among us 
 

Blessed is the revelation of Christ 
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Feast of the Nativity and Theophany  
of our Lord Jesus Christ 

HOLY NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY 
(BIRTH, BAPTISM, AND REVELATION OF GOD) 

In the Armenian Church, and for the Armenian people, the most joy-
ous and beloved feast is that of the Holy Nativity and Theophany.  It is 
celebrated each year with great pomp and ceremony. 
The revelation of God – Theophany – took place at the beginning of the 
first century when for mankind and history a new era began – the 
Christian Era. 
Christ was born in Bethlehem, under the most humble circum-
stances.  He lived for 33 years. From the Holy Birth to His Crucifixion, 
His Life was extraordinarily miraculous and for mankind it showed a 
way of life, to comprehend the true God. 
Man, since the earliest of recorded time, has always had a religion. 
Man has worshipped nature’s elements, animals, symbolic idols, per-
sons of wisdom or power, and prophets.  He has built altars and tem-
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Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

The year of “Living the Gospel of Christ” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
All Parish Council members 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Hebrew 1:1-12. Matthew 2:13-23     

 

ê. ¶ñÇ·áñ Èáõë³õáñÇã Ð³Ûó. ²é³ù»É³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óÇ  
²ñÅÝ. î. Ø»ëñáå øÑÝÛ. Úáíë¿÷»³Ý 

St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:00-3:00 pm 



GODFATHER OF THE CROSS 
 

For the Blessing of the Water Service commemorating the Baptism of 
our Lord on January 8th, the very special privilege of serving as 
“Godfather of the Cross” has been extended to Pete Klanian Blonk-
vist. In this capacity, Pete will have the responsibility of bearing the 
Holy Cross after it has been submerged into the blessed Holy Water, 
and welcoming the faithful to kiss the cross as they receive their por-
tion of blessed water at the end of the service.  

ples of worship.  However, none of these has been fully satisfying to 
mankind. 
Christ’s Revelation as God put an end to man’s mental bewilderment 
and scrutiny.  God sent His Son to mankind to teach the truth, to 
enlighten the mind, so that man might live and enjoy life under the 
noblest of principles.  Thus, Christ’s Birth became recognized as a great 
turning point in mankind’s life, and in history. 
Throughout the entire world, with great ceremony each year faithful 
observe the Nativity as a feast hailing the new enlightenment, peace, 
and love of man.  It has become tradition for clergy to deliver messages 
to their flocks reflecting on the mystery and significance of Christ’s be-
coming flesh, and to remind people of life’s most essential principle – 
peace and love among all the world’s people. One of the most mean-
ingful and popular of the hymns in the Armenian Church about the 
Nativity is “Khorhourt medz yev skancheli.” 
 

JESUS’ BAPTISM – BLESSING OF THE WATER 
During the earliest centuries the Sacrament of Baptism, which was 
celebrated with the Nativity, was regarded to be of the highest level of 
importance.  The profound significance and importance of the Baptism 
remains even today, receiving great emphasis in Christianity. 
In the Armenian Church, Baptism is one of the seven sacraments.  It 
became established and consecrated by St. John, who as forerunner to 
the Savior’s sacred mission had preached Jesus’ Revelation.  For that 
reason he was called John the Baptist. 
In being baptized, Jesus became a living example to mankind.  It is in 
memory of that act that we conduct a special ceremony on January 6 
immediately after the Divine Liturgy.  In historical times that cere-
mony was conducted on the banks of rivers and streams, following the 
examples of Jesus being baptized in the River Jordan.  In the course of 
time, because of practical difficulties, it became a necessary practice to 
memorialize Jesus’ baptism within the church sanctuary, in the rite of 
the Blessing of Water (Chourorhnek). 



Treasures in the Heart 
Christmas message of Archbishop Khajag Barsamian,  

Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America.  

After the angels had left them and returned to the heavens, the shepherds 
said to one another: “Let us now go to Bethlehem, and see this thing which 
is come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” They went with 
haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. When 
they had seen it, they made known abroad what had been told them about 
this child; and all that heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.  (Luke 2:15-
19 JSV) 
IT IS PROBABLY THE MOST FAMOUS STORY in human civilization—
and it is certainly the most beloved. It conjures crisply vivid details—the 
starry night, the crowded city, the shared warmth of huddled bodies—that 
never fail to awaken deep emotions in the listener, even after numerous retel-
lings. 
Its theme of dislocation touches the heart of anyone who has ever felt iso-
lated, rejected, dispersed. Yet the deepest truth it conveys is one of commu-
nity and belonging: where the great and the humble, the cosmic and the 
earthly, the natural and the supernatural, all mingle together in tranquil har-
mony, around a single object of reverence and affection: the newborn Jesus. 
If, as has been claimed, the longing for an ideal, peaceful world is the central 
theme of Western culture, then the story of Christ’s Nativity surely reveals 
man’s deepest hope. 
Indeed, it strikes such deep, universal chords that we tend to assume it has 
always held a place in human consciousness. We can forget that the Nativity 
only took place at a specific moment in time—2,000 years ago—and was not 
widely known until years after it occurred. The evangelist St. Luke set down 
the details long after Jesus had grown to manhood, completed his ministry, 
and performed his miracles. 
Who was it, then, that first told this beautiful story? 
The gospel may give us a clue in an odd remark at the end of Luke’s Nativity 
account: “But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.” 
The evangelist seems at pains to reveal that Mary remembered everything, 
treasured her memories, and thought often about the wonders she had seen. 



We might ask: Is this Luke’s way of revealing his “source” for the Nativity 
story? His account is so rich in detail—details so intimate that they could 
only have been known to a few people. Was it Mary, then, who told the story 
of her son’s birth to Luke, as he was compiling his gospel of Jesus? Was it 
Mary who, like any mother, could never forget the vivid night when she be-
held her child for the first time? 
If so, how poignant it is to reflect that the Nativity story we know and love 
may have originated in a personal recollection of the holy Mother of God. 
Mary told it to Luke. Luke set it down in his gospel. Preachers, scribes, and 
printers have spread the story over the course of 2,000 years—until it has 
reached our own ears. 
In a similar fashion, all the stories of our faith have been spread: from the 
Holy Land to our homeland, and to every remote corner of the world. Today, 
the new media of the 21st century—video, audio, electronic text—broadcast 
these beautiful, intimate stories in ways unimaginable to earlier generations. 
They are the storytelling tools of the present age, which the church has also 
taken up in recent years—as it previously took up the manuscript, the print-
ing press, and the technical breakthroughs of earlier times. 
But whether the tool is the pen or the pixel, it can only amplify the more es-
sential, and more important, way that the stories of our faith are transmitted: 
namely, from person to person. As in the case of Mary the Mother of God, 
the treasured memories kept in the heart, and shared out of love, became the 
foundation for communities of faith, which awakened mankind to a higher 
spiritual aspiration. Indeed, our very ability to relate and respond to a story 
like the Nativity is an affirmation of the spiritual character of man. 
This revelation about man’s spiritual nature—about the reality of God, and 
His loving presence in history and in our lives—is what makes the Nativity 
story such a potent, life-giving force in our world. The message transcends 
the tools of the moment, uniting us across the ages and across all divisions, 
as the beloved children of God. 
Let us celebrate that message again this year, as we joyfully share the news 
of Christ’s birth from person to person, through the timeless greeting of the 
Armenian Church: 

Krisdos dzunav yev haydnetzav! Orhnyal eh haydnootiunun Krisdosee! 
Christ is born and revealed! Blessed is the revelation of Christ! 



Today 

FEAST OF NAMING OF OUR LORD  
JESUS CHRIST 

9:45am  - Matins, Morning Service  
10:15 am - Christmas Badarak &  
                   Blessing of Water Service (Bilingual) 
12:30 pm - Christmas Brunch  

Hosted by Women's Guild 

January 22, 
Sunday 

Lecture/Presentation following the Divine Liturgy 
"Çüngüsabadoum: Chasing the Unknown Past 

from Opposite Sides of (His)tory  
By: Deanna Cachoian-Schanz  

February 11, 
Saturday 

Family Movie Night  
Hosted by the ACYOA Juniors  

5:00-8:00 pm. Movie starts at 6:00 pm 

February 12, 
Sunday 

Art Show & Sale 
Details to follow.  

February 25,  
Saturday 

Manti Night: hosted by the Armenian School.  
Details to follow. 

February 26,  
Sunday 

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
POON PAREKENTAN–  

beginning of the Great Lent 

March 18,  
Saturday 

WALK THRU THE OLD TESTAMENT 
HOSTED BY ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH  

The flyer can be found in the narthex.  

March, 26, 
Sunday 

Lionel Galstaun Annual Memorial Concert  
Edward Pogosian: Cellist   
Vatche Jambazian: Piano  

Details to follow.  

April 1,  
Saturday 

 

One-day, Spiritual RETREAT,  
hosted by Women’s Guild. 

Location: St. Nersess Seminary 
Details to follow.  



Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Lucine Adourian, Arshaluys Kaleli, Gale Perzigian,  

Girair Poladian 
 

as well as all the sick and recovering members  
of our community. 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 
grant them good health & recovery. 

 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 

any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
May 21, 2017 

Opening ceremony of the new Harry & Edna Keleshian Hall. 
Details to follow.  

 



îÜúðÐÜ¾ø  /  CHRISTMAS HOME BLESSING 

From the earliest times, the home was a sacred place, the 
center of family and ritual life. It is the most basic of all 
social structures, where we are born and live many years, a 
place where great family events transpire. Here we break 
bread, share joys and sorrows, pray, celebrate, worship. 
Here God is present in the loving relationships that tran-
scend fragile human existence. Every family is a miniature 
of a “Little Church—Ecclesia” and in this “Little Church” 
the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of 
God permeate.  

According to the sacred traditions of the Armenian Church, God’s blessing is asked 
for homes on different occasions, like on the Nativity and the Resurrection of Christ, 
as well as on the joyous occasion of moving into a new home.  
During the Home Blessing the priest blesses the bread (which symbolically repre-
sents the Word of God), the water (which is the most essential element of life and 
figuratively represents cleanness) and the salt (which seasons and purifies). These 
three fundamental elements are essential life-giving gifts for human life. In the 
prayer the priest asks for purity and abundance of the three gifts, blesses the home 
and all its dwellers, and asks God to keep them away from visible and invisible ene-
mies, and protect them under His powerful right hand, granting them health of soul 
and body. 
Today, more than ever, we need the presence and blessing of the Lord in our homes 
and lives. The revival of this centuries old custom will certainly bring us close to our 
Lord.  
Schedule your Home Blessing with Der Hayr: direct (804) 405-9399, church office  
(914) 428-2595, email: fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  

ՏՆՕՐՀՆԷՔ  
Ս. Ծնունդին և Ս. Զատկին կատարւող սովորութիւն է, որ քահանան 
կ՛այցելի իր ծուխի տուները, աւետելու համար Փրկչի Ծնունդը կամ 
Յարութիւնը. այս այցելութիւնը, կամ աւելի ճիշտ աւետումը, կոչւում է 
Տնօրհնէք: 
Տնօրհնէքը սկսւել է առաքելական շրջանից: Առաքեալները շրջում էին 
տուները, աւետելով Քրիստոսի Ծնունդը կամ Յարութիւնը. 
հաւատացեալները ևս փոխադարձ այցելութիւն էին տալիս իրար, ուրախ 
լուրը աւետելու համար: Այժմ տնօրհնէքը կատարում են միայն 
քահանաները: 
Տնօրհնէքի ժամանակ Քրիստոսի Ծնունդն ու Յարութիւնն աւետելով 
հանդերձ, քահանան օրհնում է տունը և տան բնակիչներին, որպեսզի 
Աստուած հովանի և պահապան լինի տան բնակիչներին: 


